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Our historic assets are a valuable resource 
for future generations. They can also help 
support the local tourism industry helping 
to generate jobs and income for local 
communities. The approach set out in this 
guide can be piloted within other European 
regions to assess its value as a tool to help 
ensure the future of heritage assets across 
the continent.

The Interregional Cooperation Programme 
INTERREG IVC, financed by the European 
Union`s Regional Development Fund, helps 
Regions of Europe work together to share 
experience and good practice in the areas 
of innovation, the knowledge economy, the 
environment and risk prevention.

EUR 302 million is available for project 
funding, but more than that, a wealth of 
knowledge and potential solutions are also 
on hand for regional policy-makers

CHARTS is Regional Initiative project 
focused on the role of culture and heritage 
in the formulation and delivery of added-
value to regional strategies for sustainable 
tourism development and integration into 
local, regional, national and EU policies

This leaflet is aimed at regional and local 
authorities, destination management 
authorities, destination agencies, tourism 
promotion bodies, tourism boards, tourism 
associations, tourism networks, cultural 
networks, EU institutions, international 
bodies and interested parties.

This leaflet forms a part of the CHARTS  
project web based toolkit on Climate 

Change. It is developed with co-funding  
support from European Regional  

Development Fund and made possible by 
the INTERREG IVC programme 2007-2013
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Issues of Climate Change

Climate change is real, and its impact 
is being increasingly felt through the 
rising frequency of extreme weather 
events resulting in flooding and storm 
damage. Climate change poses a number 
of significant challenges to the historic 
environment, both physical and economic, 
and if not tackled will threaten the loss or 
damage of many of our historic assets in 
the years ahead. 

Climate change can be described in the 
following terms: 
 •  Warmer mean temperatures  
 •  Hotter drier summers  
 •  Warmer wetter winters / summers 
 •  More frequent extreme weather 

These will result in the following outcomes 
of change and physical challenges: 
 •  Extreme weather events resulting  
  in flooding and storm damage  
 •  Coastal erosion 
 •  Heat waves resulting in periods of   
  drought, water shortages and  
  forest fires 
 •  Rise in sea levels  
 •  Drying out, desiccation and  
  erosion of wet lands  
 •  Drying and shrinking of clay soils 
 •  Stress on some trees and plants 
 •  Migration of pests and diseases 

There are also likely to be economic 
impacts, particularly in respect of tourism 
markets and their seasonality, together with 
the increased costs of the maintenance and 
repair of heritage assets.

RecommendationKey Knowledge

The development of a risk assessment 
leading to an implementation framework, 
which is recommended by CHARTS, 
will help guide policy development and 
actions seeking to minimise the impact 
climate change will have on our historic 
environment, and guide the effective use 
of scarce resources. Not all assets can be 
saved, this approach will however highlight 
those which should be recorded, or even 
subjected to archaeological excavation.

Policy Implications

Future policy and strategy development 
will need to take account of the potential 
impacts of climate change on the different 
categories of heritage asset identified 
through the application of this methodology. 
This will be important not only for policies 
relating directly to the historic environment 
but also for wider topics such as the 
environment generally and tourism  
because of the potential economic  
impacts.

Identify & review climate change  
impacts research

Identify the historic asset  
categories by location &  

character

Assess the extent & severity of  
the impacts on the assets &  

their sensitivity

Develop adaptation & mitigation  
measures for the assets within an 

implementation framework

Monitor climate change impacts  
on the assets and evaluate the  

effectiveness of the  
implementation framework 


