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Since antiquity, olive oil and wine are key ingredients of the Mediterranean diet. Their 

multiple uses in everyday life, has an important impact on the evolution of culture, 

tradition, economy and literature in Greece.



Definition of Wine Tourism 

The usual definitions of wine tourism can be 
summarised as guided tours to vineyards, wineries, 
events/ festivals and wine fairs, where wine tasting 
and the experience of visiting a wine region are the 
primary reasons that tourists make the journey. 



“Wine Roads”

 The Wine Roads excursion is a proposal to the 
modern traveler with carefully selected routes that 
cross areas with interesting points of a wine region.

 Visitors have the opportunity to visit selected wine 
producing units, try the local wines served with 
traditional tastings of the region and visit traditional 
villages, archaeological sites, museums etc.



A few words on wine routes
Wine roads is a special form of agrotourism, having  the following features:

There is a Union of the wine producers in the region

There are wineries open to visitors

There are special signs directing the visitors to the vineyards and the 
wineries and to any other places of interest in the area.

The main goal is to offer to the visitors the opportunity to gain new 
knowledge on wine and live a new experience via their contact with the 
tradition of viticulture and winemaking.

Along the routes, there are additional tourist attractions such as areas of 
natural beauty, traditional settlements in historical and archaeological sites, 
museums and monuments

Along the routes there are also restaurants, taverns and hotels offering 
high quality accommodation



In developed wine-producing countries,  wine routes are a well 
established institution. 

 Wineries of California are thought to be one of the most 
developed networks of Wine Routes, holding the first position in the 
number of visitors they attract each year ( around 20 million 
annually).

 The oldest Wine Roads are in Germany. 

 Others countries offering winemaking tours offer are Australia, N. 
Africa, Italy, France,  and Portugal.

In Greece, the first organised wine routes were formed in 1993 by the 
Wine Producers Association of the Northern Greece Vineyard under 
the name “Wine Roads of Northern Greece.”

Wine routes around the world



Wine in Greece

 The practice of cultivation of vineyards and wine production 
in Greece is one of the oldest in the world.

 Greece ‘s geographical location, climate, topography and the 
beneficial effect of the sea favour the viticulture.  In Greece 
there are multiple wine producing areas, covering almost 
every part of the country, both mainland and islands.



Greek vineyards are located in the 

following geographic areas:

Northern Greece

(Epirus, Macedonia, Thrace)

Central Greece

(Thessaly, Central and Attica)

Peloponnese and the Ionian Islands,

Crete

Aegean Islands



Greek wines owe their unique and 

diverse taste not only to the use of 

native grape varieties but also to the 

effect of soil texture, climate and 

other topological features on the 

vineyards in each area.

There are four major categories of 

greek wines:

• Mountain or hilly

• Beachfront

• Continental

• Volcanic

www.newwinesofgreece.com



The European Union, by means of its Council Regulation 479/2008 and its 

Commission Regulation 607/2009 implementing the Council Regulation, has 

decided, among others, to include wines in the framework applicable to all other 

agricultural products, thus establishing the following wine categories: 

• PDO Wines: “PDO products” bear a “Protected Designation of Origin” 

indication. This wine category comprises Greek wines bearing a Designation 

of Origin (VQPRD), in other words, all AOQS and AOC wines.

• PGI Wines: PGI products are those bearing a “Protected Geographical 

Indication”. This wine category comprises all Regional Wines and any of the 

wines of “Traditional Designation” which, simultaneously, have an established 

geographical indication i.e., Verdea and 15 retsinas (PGI wines of Greece). 

• Varietal wines: Varietals wines are a new wine category which includes 

those table wines complying with all the necessary prerequisites and controls 

as those are stipulated in Article 63, Council Regulation 607/2009. In contrast to 

ordinary table wines, wines of this wine category are entitled to bear an 

indication of their vintage year and varietal composition but not of their 

geographical indication.

• Table wines: “Ordinary” table wines belong to a wine category which 

includes all wines which are neither PDO or PGI but, in addition, are not in the 

wine varietals category either. The regulation stipulates that table wines in this 

wine category are still not entitled to display their vintage year or the varieties 

participating in their composition. 



The Wine Roads of Northern Greece

Wine Roads of Northern Greece is the largest wine tourism network in Greece. Members of the 
network are 160 businesses (wineries open to visitors, hotels, restaurants and wine bars, local product 

and outdoor activities businesses), which are divided into 8 lanes from Epirus to Thrace and 
from the north Greek border to Thessaly.

The project ‘Wineroads of Northern Greece’ has started in 1993 (wineries in Macedonian)  and 
2002 (wineries in Epirus and Thrace) within the framework of the E.U. Initiative Leader II and  has 
completed it within the framework of the E.U. Initiative Leader + (2007 – 2008).  

http:// www.wineroads.gr



The 8 Wine Routes of the Wine Roads of Northern Greece:

• The Wine Route of the Olympian Gods

• The Wine Route of Epirus
• The Wine Route of the Lakes
• The Wine Route of Naoussa

• The Wine Route of Pella – Goumenissa
• The Wine Route of Thessaloniki
• The Wine Route of Halkidiki
• The Wine Route of Dionysus



The Wine Route of Naoussa

It is the most famous wine region of Northern Greece, offering an important 

number of wineries open for visitors.

In this region xinomavro variety is produced, one of the noblest Greek red 

varieties of northern Greece. 



The Wine Route of Naoussa

The route starts at Veria and continues 
towards the small village of Vergina, Aigai, 
where the traveler can visit the tombs of 
the Macedonian kings. 

The route leads to Naoussa, a city famous for its 
waterfalls, its spinning mills and its carnival. 

In the Museum of Wine 
and Vine in Naoussa 
there are exhibits 
presenting the whole 
process of producing 
wine traditionally - from 
the vineyard till its 
storage in barrels - as 
well as small 
objects necessary to the 
production and 
consumption process. 



Various interesting places to visit

Veroia

Macedonian Tombs of 

Leykadia

Nymfaion of Mieza, 

(the School of Aristotle)

Skiing Resort 3- 5 Pigadia

Skiing Resort Seli

Arapitsa

St. Nikolaos in Naousa



The tourist can visit the following 

wineries in Naoussa:

Boutari Stenimachos,

Domaine Founti New Strantza,

Kir-Yianni Winery in 

Giannakohori,

Argatia in Rodochori and

Vaeni Naoussa in Episkopi

Visit the wineries of Naoussa



Finally, visitors can enjoy excellent restaurants, tavernas, local 

product shops and outdoor activities, all accredited members 

of the Wine Roads network. 



Wine producers in Central Greece, Peloponnese, Crete, Santorini followed the  

example set by the Wine Roads of Northern Greece. 

The Wine Roads of Herakleio (Crete) was formed in 2007 

(Praxis/ Interreg III C) and the 

Association of Winemakers of the Central Greece Vineyards

(ENOAKE) in April 2008.

To the Association of Winemakers of the Central Greece Vineyards belongs 

also the geographical area of Thessaly.The main characteristic of the Thessalia 

vineyards is that they are located in or very near beautiful natural landscapes 

and tourist destinations, making wine tourism in Thessalia particularly 

attractive, specially in the area of Magnesia.

The Anchialos vineyard stretches out on the west side of the Pagasitikos Gulf. 

This is where the PDO Anchialos white wines are produced. 



Tsipouradika

 Source: www.visitgreece.gr

 While visiting Volos, the city of the Argonauts, you 
will definitely pass by a tsipouro taverna (in plural, 
tsipourádika) as they are dispersed in every nook and 
cranny: almost 600 (!) of them bear the gastronomic 
stamp of the city and provide people with a favourite 
meeting point; that is the unrivalled landmark of 
Volos.

 The process by which tsipouradika came to be 
enjoyed dates back a long way, to the 19th century. 
They were born out of a need for workers to have a 
place to ‘hangout’ near their work, as at lunchtime 
they could not go back to their neighbourhoods.

 So, small restaurants sprang up, serving simple meals 
at reasonable prices, accompanied by pure tsipouro 
(pomace brandy) originally coming form Tyrnavos and 
the villages of Pelion, and served in thimbles! These 
first tavernas became places where ordinary, open-
hearted people could get together, thereby creating 
the appropriate culture.

 The distinctive little bottles of tsipouro are served at 
the tables by the dozen to accompany delicious 
dishes. The atmosphere is unbeatable. 

http://www.visitgreece.gr/


 The beautiful Mt.Pelio, located on the eastern side of the Pagasitikos Gulf.  As 
you can see,  the area of Mt Pelion  is one of the most fascinating Greek 
destinations with an exceptionally well developed tourism infrastructure to 
meet the demand for every season.

Some of the important archaeological sites in the area include Dimini, Sesklo, 
Alos, Feres and Dimitriada. Also of interest are the Athanassakio 
Archaeological Museum in Volos and the museum in Almyros.

The little Pelio train and the ski centre add to the magic of the mountain and of 
the beaches in the area. 

The train takes visitors to the Museum of Olive Tree and Oil, which wonderfully 
brings us to the second part of this presentation.



http://www.olivetreeroute.gr/en/fondation_en.php



How everything started
 In 1999, the first travellers, lovers of adventure and motorcycle, set off 

from ancient Pylos in Greece to meet other homelands of the olive tree 
and discover the Mediterranean Sea and its people. 

 16.000 kilometres and 40 days of journey revealed a world even 
more and familiar and friendly than expected

• Since 1999, a number of 
iteneraries to the Mediterranean 
countries, with the participation 
of experts on the olive tree, were 
organised.

• The participants spread the olive 
tree civilisation, with the aim to 
supporting thematic tourism and 
olive oil products in favour of 
local economies.

• A series of travel diaries from 
these first itineraries was 
published.



The first two itineraries



Local itineraries in Greece



What happened next....
 2003: Begins the creation of  a “Chart of the olive tree civilisation” 

(landscapes, olive groves, olive-oil press units from different ages, 
customs and traditions, culinary habits, use of olive oil products etc) 
based on the research undertaken by the “routes of olive tree”

 2004: The « Olive oil race » begins, a modern relay race with the 
participation of friends and Motorcycle Clubs. 

 The goal is to familiarise public in non olive oil producing 
countries with the olive tree civilisation and Mediterranean 
gastronomy.

 2005:  New local routes (region of Meknes in Morocco, in south-
western Greece and the Middle East, in Syria and Lebanon ) are 
developed. 

 this pilot project aimed at strengthening theme tourism through 
the enhancement of the civilization of the olive tree.





 2006/2007 The Sea Routes of the Olive Tree were created, from 
and to the great Mediterranean ports. A circumnavigation on 
the tracks of the olive tree from east to west and the 
commercial ships carrying olive products for centuries, 
assuring the well being of Mediterranean cities-ports. 

 2007:The first « THE OLIVE TREE SHOP », devoted to the 
"Routes of the Olive Tree" and traditional products of the olive 
tree of the Mediterranean countries was born in Athens

 2008: the «Olive Tree Routes » left the Mediterranean coast 
and met the Routes of Silk. 50 cyclists set off from Ancient 
Messini to Asia, conveying a message of peace on the occasion 
of the Olympic Games 2008.

The story continues...



More activities are added
 2009: During the summer, a grand tour of Greece was organised, 

offering many festivals of the Olive tree and the Mediterranean. 
Concerts, exhibitions, educational workshops, cultural and business 
meetings, tastings, conferences were part of this true touring festival.

 2010: The "Routes of the Olive Tree" organized a new Eléodromy at 
the invitation of the Scandinavian countries like Sweden and 
Finland, to promote the heritage and riches of the civilization and 
Mediterranean gastronomy in northern Europe.

 2011: A new route in the Balkan countries was organized by the 
"Routes of the Olive Tree. 

 "The Routes of the Olive Tree" also participated to the creation of 
the "Mediterranean Network of Olive Oil Towns”.



Eleodromy itenerary



EU programs
 Participation in the KNOLEUM - Paysages de l'Olivier 

(INTEREG III B MEDOCC). The project’s goal was 
 to provide tools for development and improvement of the current 

situation in olive oil producing areas 
 the promotion of employment through the improvement of the 

economical conditions, 
 the safeguard of the cultural heritage, AND 
 the analysis of the social and environmental issues of the olive oil 

producing regions. 

 In May 2013, The routes of olive tree represent Greece to the 
Launching Conference MedDiet: Connecting 
Mediterranean people and cultures across the table in 
Rome, 
 The project, which involves 6 countries, 15 thousand consumers 

and 5 thousand pupils, is financed by the European Commission. 



International recognition
 2003: The « Olive Tree Routes » were unanimously 

recognised by the plenum of the Unesco

 2005: The « Olive Tree Routes », an initiative born and 
expanded for love to a tree, were embraced by the 
Council of Europe 

 2006: The « Olive Tree Routes », were awarded the prize 
« Great European Cultural Route »

 2009: The « Olive Tree Routes », as Mediterranean 
network, are officially recognised by the Council of 
Europe.



Current and future projects
 The Routes of the Olive Tree Caravan in the markets 

of the world

 A new itinerary has been scheduled for 2013.With the 
cooperation of Municipalities, preselected cities will host 
several events in spaces turned into picturesque Greek 
village squares. 

 These events will include presentation of olive oil products 
from different regions, cooking advice and recipes with olive 
oil, tastings. 

 At the same time, an outdoor exhibition will give 
information on the olive tree civilisation and landscapes and 
the nutritious value of its products. 



Current and future projects
 Creation of the «Gallery of the Routes of the Olive Tree»

presenting the work of young artists and promoting it through 
several activities. 

 Creation of a virtual library dedicated exclusively to the olive tree 
(future project)

 Creation of «Club of little friends of the Olive Tree Routes» 
with the goal to: 

 help young people know each other

 present traditions linked to the olive tree

 initiate young public to the culture, values and symbolism of 
the olive tree

 promote the diachronic nutritious value of olive products

 Kolatsio initiative! 



«SCHOLATSIO» 
(SCHOOL SNACK)!
The project addresses students (7-12 years 
old) and includes: 

 Sensitisation & information days on olive 
tree and its products

 Tasting of olive products & products made 
from olive and olive oil

 Pedagogical Workshops for students 

 The goal of the Project is to have students 
create a new snack from local olive 
products and traditional products, which 
will be sold at the canteens and the 
Centres of Environmental Education of the 
ELIA Network.



Contributions of the routes of  olive tree 

 Promotion of the civilisation of the olive tree in the olive oil producing 
countries in favour of local economies and link olive tree, tourism and 
sustainable development.

 Registration of the olive tree heritage in the olive oil producing regions, 
promotion and development of the olive tree heritage through cultural 
activities.

 Forrmation of a « bridge » between the olive oil producing countries 
and the world based on the olive tree, symbol of peace, friendship and 
wellbeing.

 Encouragement of intercultural dialogue, cooperations and exchange 
of know-how.

 Support of thematic tourism in the olive oil producing areas.

 Sensitization of consumers and young people on the nutritional value 
of olive tree products and the advantages of the Mediterranean diet.



Please, feel free to try local wine and olive tree products! 

Thank you! 

Contact us!

Email: info@gnto.gr

Follow Greece everywhere!

http://www.twitter.com/visitgreecegr
http://www.facebook.com/visitgreece
https://pinterest.com/visitgreecegr
http://www.youtube.com/visitgreecegr
http://www.flickr.com/visitgreecegr
http://www.foursquare.com/visitgreecegr
https://plus.google.com/+greece

