
Sliven

 Sliven is situated 300 km east of Sofia, 110 km 
away from Bourgas – the biggest commercial port 
in Bulgaria, 130 km from the Greece border and 
130 km from the Turkey border. The town is 
situated on the railway line №3 and on the 
international route E-773 connecting Sofia and 
Bourgas.

 The territory of Sliven is 1366 km2 and embraces 
49 settlements – the towns Sliven and Kermen and 
47 villages. At the last census the population of the 
town numbers 112 103 people and the population 
of the Municipality numbers 147 557 people.

 Sliven is situated on the outskirts of the Southern 
slopes and hilly spurs of the Sliven Mountain (1181 
m), from which the Eastern part of the Balkan 
range starts. Sliven Municipality is situated on the 
sub-Balkan plain in the zone of transitional-
continental climate. The local wind “Bora” is typical 
for the region. River Tundja is the main water 
resourceof the Municipality, with a water basin of 
about 7 880 square km. There is an abundance of 
thermal springs in the region of Sliven Municipality. 



Sliven

 The area of the town has been 
inhabited for many centuries. History 
takes us back to the time of 
Thracians and then layer after layer 
we discover the presence of Romans, 
Slavs, ancient Greeks and we feel the 
spirit of the First and the Second 
Bulgarian kingdoms.

 Our ancestors have established the 
town on a crossroads and this is one 
of the biggest advantages of Sliven, 
which has played a major role in the 
past and the present development of 
the town.



Monuments

 In Sliven region are preserved 
460 archeological, over 200 
architectural and about 120 
historical monuments of culture, 
nine of them being of national 
importance. Among the most 
visited are the National Museum 
of textile industry, the Museum of 
Sliven manner of life, Hadji 
Dimitar`s house, the Art Gallery, 
the churches “St. Sofia” and “St. 
Dimitar”.



Culture institutions

 By now on the territory of the 
Municipality of Sliven there are: 2 
state cultural institutes /”Stefan Kirov” 
Drama Theatre and State Puppet 
Theatre/, 2 regional cultural institutes 
/”Sava Dobroplodni” Regional Library 
and Regional Historical Museum/, 3 
municipal cultural institutes /”Dimitar 
Dobrovich” Art Gallery, Folklore Song 
and Dance Ensemble and Symphony 
Orchestra/, a branch of the National 
Polytechnic Museum /National Textile 
Industry Museum/ and a national art 
school /”Dimitar Dobrovish” National 
Art High School/.



TOURISM DEVELOPMENT
 Sliven is one of the most favored 

regions of nature in the country. 
Picturesque slopes of Stara Planina with 
numerous natural attractions and the 
presence of a large protected area are 
exceptional richness and prerequisite for 
successful ecotourism.

 Generosity of nature is undeniable to 
Sliven. Rock massif "Blue Rocks" clean 
air, abundance of water, temperate 
climate, mineral springs, fertile valley of 
Tunja and Sliven field are only part of 
her gifts.

 Since 2005, the Municipality of Sliven 
implement projects to keep cultural 
heritage and tourism development in 
the city.



Our experience- projects

 “Wealth of the Blue Mountains - the 
development of an integrated tourist 
product”: 

Partners: Department of Natural Park 
"Blue Rocks" Association "Club Blue 
Rocks" Association "Ecoproject Sliven“

Objectives:

• Create market-oriented eco-tourism 
product

• Improvement and diversification of the 
tourist services

• Development of tourism infrastructure

• Human Resources Development

• Creation of favorable conditions for the 
development of local business



Our experience- projects

 International Children's Folklore Festival "Friendship 
without borders“
One of the largest cultural events in the Sliven 
region, a place for the expression of children's talents 
from home and abroad.
For a whole week in May, a month rich in cultural
events, the Municipality of Sliven hosts the festival of 
children from the whole of Europe. These cheerful 
children make the streets and squares of Sliven alive 
with songs and dances. The festival programme 
provides excellent opportunities to young talents 
from Sliven and abroad to show their natural talent 
for music and dance and to acquire knowledge of 
other countries and nations. The participation of 
more than 500 children from different European and 
Asian countries turns the festival days into a holiday 
of friendship, trust and collaboration, which enables 
the children to make new long-lasting relationships... 



Our experience- projects

 “Czech Republic and Bulgaria - natural 
resources and a common cultural heritage”:

This project complies with the European 
priorities for intercultural dialogue. The main 
focus of this project is to work with young 
people and increase motivation for lifelong 
learning in different areas, expanding their 
knowledge and skills in solving different 
cases, initiating events related to cultural 
and natural heritage of the partner regions . 
The project work combines the efforts of the 
participants in understanding and 
preservation of cultural and natural heritage 
and specificity in each European country in 
all its diversity.



Our experience- projects

 “ORALITE”: 

Funding Program: Program CULTURE 2007-
2013
Role of the Municipality of Sliven: Partner 
organization
Lead organization: Municipality of Évora -
Portugal
Partners: Municipality Idan - New - Portugal 
Municipality Merton - Portuguese Association 
Sud and Arles - Arles - France, Municipality 
Ourense - Spain Municipality Ravenna - Italy 
Municipality Birgu - Malta, Sliven 
Municipality

Project activities in areas:

* Traditional and popular music

* Whether oral tradition

* Festivals/networks of ancient and  
Renaissance music

* Materials for promotion and distribution



Our experience- projects

 “Travel through time in time and with time -
an integrated development project of 
natural, cultural and historical attractions 
and infrastructure in Sliven”

 Activities: Restoration, Preservation of early 
Byzantine fortress Hisarlaka (Tuida) and 
socialization of its surroundings; 
Restoration, conservation and socialization 
of the object of supporting infrastructure in 
the region of attraction, marketing and 
promotion of tourism products created.



Our experience- projects
 “Region Sliven - crossroads of traditions, 

cultures and eras”:

This project will help to increase the interest 
of tourists to the territory of Sliven - Kotel -
Tvarditsa, which will contribute to the 
diversification of the tourism product more 
equitable distribution of the benefits of 
tourism. Objectives:

Turning the area into a tourist destination 
with a higher grade and quality;
Preserving, protecting and improving the 
quality of tourism resources, including 
natural, cultural and anthropogenic;
Increasing revenue from international 
tourism;
Increasing the share of the domestic 
market;
Increasing the total number of such visits in 
the off-season;
Extending position / identification of target 
markets;
Promote the development of cultural and 
eco-tourism



Aims

 Raising the level of the events on the ground of the possibilities in 
the sphere of culture in the Municipality and integration to the 
European values.

 Integration of young people to the cultural values of Bulgaria and 
Europe.

 Extension of the circle of partner organizations at implementation 
of the cultural events.

 Enrichment of the cultural life in the Municipality through 
development of the artistic creation and preserving the local 
tradition and international cooperation.

 Continuation of the cultural tradition and extension of the volume 
of the cultural initiatives through realizing new projects for 
cooperation at international level.

 Development of the cultural tourism in Sliven and attraction of 
large groups of tourists from the country and abroad.



THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION!


