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1. Introduction 

 

The INTERREG IVC programme aims to better exploit the knowledge generated by projects 
working on similar themes for the benefit of the local and regional authorities in Europe and to 
increase the visibility of the programme and its impact on the policy making process at local, 
regional, national and European levels. 
The Sibiu Regional Eco-museum Association, the Sibiu Tourism County Association together 
with National Institute for Research and Development in Tourism – INCDT  hosted  the 4th 
Thematic CHARTS Workshop, between 28-29 March 2013 in the Sibiu city, and involved 45 
participants1. ”Engaging Host Communities for Responsible Tourism”, topic of the workshop, is 
one of 12 good practices identified in CHARTS project.  
NIRDT located in Bucharest has a tradition of more than 40 years in tourism development: - 
tourist programmes, strategies, applicative research, marketing plans and regional sustainable 
projects.  
We have chosen the Sibiu region as our partner in the implementation of INTERREG Project 
CHARTS as it is one of the best examples of good practice concerning the involvement of local 
communities in responsible tourism, also offering numerous cultural, natural and traditional 
icons for every tourist’s taste.   
Papers of the workshop examined approaches to responsible tourism and safeguarding 
heritage, cultural expressions and identities that engage with communities either through 
partnerships (between communities and cultural organisations/associations ) or through full 
community stewardship. 
Responsible Tourism is regarded as a behaviour. It is more than a form of tourism as it 
represents an approach to engaging with tourism, be that as a tourist, a business and locals at a 
destination or any other tourism stakeholder. It emphasizes that all stakeholders are 
responsible for the kind of tourism they develop or engage in. Whilst different groups will see 
responsibility in different ways, the shared understanding is that responsible tourism should 
entail an improvement in tourism. Tourism should become ‘better’ as a result of the responsible 
tourism approach. 
For Romania, the process of European integration meant a reevaluation of the relation between 
its history, heritage and identity. In the context of Sibiu European Capital of Culture 2007 
programme, initiated by the European Commission, heritage is an essential part of different 
strategies used by local people in Sibiu city and region to promote economic, social, and cultural 
development and to increase the global competitiveness of regions (in this specific case, 
Transylvania). The issue of rural heritage is strongly related to that of cultural and natural 
landscape that constitutes a foundation of peoples’ identity. 
The development of community projects has been accompanied by a change of perspective that 
places emphasis on culture and cultural heritage. For example, the ecomuseum concept has 
proved successful in providing a new way of transmitting cultural knowledge. An ecomuseum is 
an agent for managing change that links education, culture, and power. 
Rural tourism offers the possibility of economic development of these regions according to 
cultural values of the village. The involvement of local people is nothing more than survival of 
traditions form the perfect environment and resources under the current tourism 
developments.  

                                                 
1
 The list of workshop participants is provided in Annex B. 
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The local community is a social unit that shares the same specific lifestyle and feeling of 
belonging to a certain region. Its role is particularly important because without its involvement 
tourism could have been forgotten. Elements such as traditional costumes, crafts, gastronomy 
products, handicraft items are the things that make tourists wish to return. So we certainly need 
a much greater involvement of the community. 
The workshop was organised in the form of presentations and discussions in working groups on 
the topic assigned to the Romanian partner in this project; it gathered the project partners (the 
countries participating in this seminar being: Bulgaria, Greece, Latvia, Romania, Spain, Sweden 
and United Kingdom), representatives of central and local public authorities (Ministry of 
Culture, the mayor halls of the villages included in the  Sibiu regional eco-museum - Moşna and 
Biertan, the Sibiu County council and Sibiu County Tourism Association) and representatives of 
associations and organisations in the Sibiu county, with an active role in the development and 
promotion of tourism. 
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2. Event design 
 
2.1. Format of the workshop 
The workshop format was based on a mix of the following: 
 Presentations, interactive discussion and work in small groups;  
 feedback and reflection of the participants. 

 
Session 1:  Opening Plenary Session  
Session 2: Host Communities & Responsible Tourism 
Session 3: Panel Discussion 
 
2.2. The workshop objectives 
The thematic workshop for Engaging Host Communities for Responsible Tourism had the 
following objectives: 

- to present the CHARTS project to the participants and the progress made so far; 
- to complete information about the projects’ objectives and activities; 
- to present the different approaches of this topic in Sibiu Region, Romania and in the 

other partner countries: 
 Engaging with host communities of tourism destinations 
 Fostering civic pride, awareness and welcome 
 Developing a resource within the community 
 Maximising local benefits and minimising negative impacts 
 Ensuring mutual respect between tourists and residents 
 European Capital of Culture experiences, impacts and plans 
 Promoting commitment to ‘Responsible Tourism’, with ethical concerns, equality, 

long-term vision, certification and award scheme 
- to establish the working groups on the two topics: engaging host communities and 

responsible tourism and discussion about the lesson learned.       
 

 
Target group of the workshop: 

- Recipient Regions (Mallorca, USERLA Bulgaria) and Observer Regions (Wales, ECTN, 
MRA, Vastra Gotaland region) involved in the good practice presented - Engaging Host 
Communities for Responsible Tourism; 

- Regional and EU stakeholders dealing with culture, heritage and tourism development; 
- representatives of associations and organizations in Sibiu, with an active role in 

developing and promoting tourism;  
- central and local authorities (municipalities villages of regional eco-museum Sibiu, Sibiu 

County Council and Sibiu County Tourism Association). 
 

2.3. The event structure 
The workshop consisted of two parts (Working sessions and Study Tour) described below: 
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2.3.1. Working sessions 
  
Session 1:  Opening Plenary Session  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The workshop was opened by Mr. Ovidiu TEODORESCU, the General Manager of INCDT, who 
welcomed all the partners and participants on behalf of the organizers. He also underlined that 
the Sibiu region was chosen in order to represent Romania in this project, as it can represent a 
good model for other areas and communities.  
 

During this plenary session, welcome remarks were also expressed by Mr. Ioan CINDREA, the 
President of the Sibiu County Council, who declared: “what happened in Sibiu in 2007 and in the 
following years can be considered a successful model…and the local authorities have an important 
role in developing infrastructure with relation to the communication and telecommunication 
means”. More than that, he added that all the political actors understood that tourism can 
represent a real industry for Romania, an industry mainly of services, which can create 
thousands of workplaces. In the Sibiu County, thousands of jobs have been developed due to this 
blossoming development of tourism, from 2007 till present. Sibiu represents a favourite 
destination for all the tourism categories: cultural, professional and business, recreational, 
religious, etc.   
The Sibiu County Council president also pointed out that local authorities have an important 
purpose – the provocation  representing the ability to make the tourists who come to Sibiu 
annually to visit other areas of the county, too and even neighbouring counties; this is why the 
local authorities have organised for the first time here – the Cultural festivals of the county, in 
June and October, celebrations that are meant to generate  a series of local events which should 
attract the participation of the inhabitants and also of the tourists coming to  Sibiu. The 
president mentioned that the Sibiu County Tourism Association, managed by director Simina 
Manea is one of the stakeholders of this project, which have a strategic role in development of 
tourism activity. During recent years, the Sibiu County has gained an excellent notoriety, 
competing in this field with renowned regions of Romania (the Black Sea coast, the Danube 
Delta or Bucovina with its wonderful monasteries). The cultural routes projects of the county 
drawn up by the Sibiu County Council in partnership with the County Tourism Association must 
capitalize this valuable heritage.  

Speakers: 
Ioan CINDREA, Chairman of the County Council Sibiu 
(Romania) 
Sergiu NISTOR, Chairman of ICOMOS Romania, former 
guvernmental Commissioner of Sibiu European Cultural 
Capital 2007 (Romania) 
Kostas PAPAMARKAKIS, Chairman of South Pelion 
Municipal Council (Greece) 
Constantinos CHALEVAS, President of European Cultural 
Tourism Network (Greece) 
Manos VOUGIOUKAS, INTERREG IVC CHARTS Project 
Coordinator (Greece) 

Moderator: 
Ovidiu TEODORESCU, General Manager, INCDT (Romania) 
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The participants in the workshop could also listen to Sergiu NISTOR, the president of ICOMOS 
Romania (International Council on Monuments and Sites) who spoke about the Sibiu - 2007 
European Cultural Capital moment, explaining in a few words the successful factors of that 
programme: “Why the Sibiu 2007 programme went so well? I think the Sibiu- 2007 European 
Cultural Capital was successful as here, people feel a special responsibility for the places where 
their ancestors used to live”.  Sibiu inhabitants effectively participated in this programme, the 
high number of projects they had submitted, out of which about 300 were selected, showing the 
cultural boost engendered around the "Sibiu 2007 – the European Cultural Capital" events, 
which were appreciated by a numerous public.  

 

Mr. Kostas PAPAMARKAKIS, the Chairman of 
South Pelion Municipal Council, Greece, welcome all 
the participants in the CHARTS workshop and 
thanked to the organizers and the Sibiu City for its 
hospitality in hosting this event. He emphasised 
about the importance of partnership in cultural 
tourism and capacity to share the good practice 
between different regions. Mr. Papamarkakis 
added that he felt really confident about the good 
results of the workshop and about the contribution 
of the CHARTS project to the development of 
cultural tourism in all the partner countries.   

 

Mr. Constantinos CHALEVAS, the President of European Cultural Tourism Network, Greece, 
highlighted that ECTN is the only network which brings the tourism and cultural industry 
professionals working in different regions of Europe together to exchange experience and 
information on best practice. He reminds us that ECTN was founded in 2009 (from successful 
INTERREG IIIC ECTN project and INTERREG IIIB CHIRON project) as a non profit organisation, 
based in Brussels.  

ECTN is a partner in the INTERREG IVC 
CHARTS project and has core members in 
Greece, Spain, Bulgaria, Romania, Ireland, 
Sweden, Netherlands, Wales, Cyprus, Italy, 
Latvia and Finland.  

 

Mr. Manos VOUGIOUKAS, CHARTS Project 
Coordinator, Greece, provided an overview of 
the CHARTS INTERREG IVC project. He started 
his presentation underlying the history of the 
CHARTS project proposal – the manner through 
which the three previos projects (INTERREG IIIC 
Operation ECTN, the INTERREG IIIB CADSES Project CHIRON and the INTERREG IIIC CultMark 
Operation) came together in this project proposal to share the Good Practices, capitalise the 
results and achieve a sustainable approach to heritage and cultural tourism destinations 
through exchange of knowledge and experiences, aiming towards more effective regional policy 
and sustainable tourism strategy development. 

Mr. Vougioukas stated that the objectives of the project are to:  
 Build on experiences of the project partners  
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 Exploit the outputs, methods, results, policies and strategies of previous projects and 
initiatives in the field of culture, heritage and sustainable tourism development strategies  

 Transfer highly relevant Good Practices (GPs) between the participating regions and 
Europe wide as added-value to regional policy making and implementation  

 Contribute to the Lisbon and Gothenburg Agendas  
He then pointed out the sub-objectives of the project:  

 Exchange of experience amongst the partners in established Good Practices (12)  
  Use best practice from previous projects and the current exchange of experience to 

refine and consolidate a policy framework to improve the sustainable management of culture & 
heritage tourism destinations  

  Capitalise on the results of relevant initiatives taken at EU level and support the 
application of these approaches to EU Mainstream Programmes & Europe 2020 

 Transfer Good Practices (8 out of the 12)  
  Deliver Implementation Plans (10, one for each partner area) 
  Involve all key Stakeholders in Culture and Tourism 
 Disseminate the project outputs to EU Institutions and relevant networks  

 
Mr. Vougioukas, also informed the workshop participants about: 

- both, the definition of ”good practice” and ”transfer of the good practice” (according to 
INTERREG IVC); 

- the outputs of the CHARTS project; 
- the workshop’s theme in progress „Engaging Host Communities for Responsible 

Tourism”;  
- the project meeting that have taken place until present and the future ones – Mr. 

Vougioukas informed the participants what the project has achieved so far and initiatives that 
will take place in the next period, like staff exchange, local events in order to disseminate the 
results, the study tour in Veneto Region, establishing links with EP, CoR, EC Tourism Unit, 
UNWO, UNESCO, WTTC, EN), participation in Tourism Fair Brussels, BELGIUM and ITB Berlin. 

- preparing an implementation plan on the experiences gained should be conducted by 
each region. This will lead to the legacy of CHARTS to the next programming period 2014-2020 
and prepare all regions for new proposal submissions capitalising on the experiences gained 
and exchanged through CHARTS.  

 
Session 2: Host Communities & Responsible Tourism 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The session included the presentation of experiences with good practices by participants. 
 
 

Moderator: 
Vasile CRISAN,  Honorary President of the Sibiu Regional Eco-
Museum Association, Director (2003-2009) of the Sibiu Culture 
and National Culture Patrimony County Department (Romania) 
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A. The partners experience in the workshop’s topic 
 

 
Speakers:  
 
”Visiting Places with Local Faces” 
           Joseph NEWBURY, Community Tourism Development Officer in the Valleys Regional Park (Wales) 
 

”LABPATC – Laboratory of Heritage and Cultural Tourism” 
        Victor FRAILE LÓPEZ, Projects Coordinator, University of Barcelona (Spain) 
 

”Cultural tourism in a labelled Barcelona” 
       Amilcar VARGAS, Researcher, University of Barcelona (Spain) 

 
 
In his presentation ”Visiting Places with Local Faces”, Mr. Joseph NEWBURY, Community 
Tourism Development Officer, Valleys Regional Park, 
Wales, explained how the Valleys Regional Park 
project is developing community tourism through 
an innovative training programme aimed at 
community volunteers and businesses which will 
give them more confidence and knowledge in 
greeting visitors to their locality in the South Wales 
Valleys. The training has helped local people by 
improving their job prospects, developed links 
between the public, private and voluntary sectors 
and has enhanced the tourism offer. Also, he 
described the Cauldrons and Furnaces community heritage and arts project coordinated by 
Cadw/Welsh Government and the Valleys Regional Park WECAN INTERREG project which aims 
to develop and sustain local communities through utilizing the natural environment. 

 

Víctor FRAILE LÓPEZ from the University of Barcelona, has presented the Laboratory of 
Heritage and Cultural Tourism - LAB PATC, who is an innovative initiative, created under CHARTS 
project and promoted by a multidisciplinary group of 
professionals, researchers, educators, consultants, 
postgraduate students and PhD candidates 
linked to the University of Barcelona (UB). 
LAB PATC has also the support of the 
IBERTUR Network – (Heritage, Tourism and 
Sustainable Development Network) and 
encourages research, specialized training and 
development projects and consultant in 
collaboration with other academic 
institutions, public and private organizations, 
companies and international organizations in 
the areas of heritage, cultural tourism and 
sustainable development.   
The LAB PATC philosophy is based on co-
working and networking methods and it is 
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presented as a permanent space for exchanging experiences and developing partnerships, 
research and projects, promoting the culture of 
innovation and entrepreneurship and 
proposing high quality training opportunities.  

 

The last presentation, made by Mr. Amilcar 
VARGAS, also from the University of 
Barcelona, focused on the ”Cultural tourism in a 
labelled Barcelona”. Mr. Amilcar Vargas had a 
very interesting presentation about the 
cultural heritage of Barcelona showing all the 
participants many reasons to visit this city 
including also an interesting interview with 
Ferran Adria in the beautiful background of the 

Guell Park. 
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B. The experience of Sibiu as Cultural Capital of Europe2 in 2007 and expected 
actions by Pafos (Cyprus) in 2017 and candidature of Burgas (Bulgaria) in 2019 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The first speaker, Mr. Ilie ROTARIU, Professor Phd., Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu, Romania 
pointed out that the European Capital of Culture staged in Sibiu during 2007 was a unique event. 
It was the first European Capital of Culture (ECOC) to be staged in one of the post-2004 EU 
accession countries, and it represented a major 
challenge in being staged just as Romania was joining 
the EU. The original evaluation report published in 
2007 by ATLAS (Richards and Rotariu, 2007), 
indicated that the event programme had successfully 
met many of the short-term aims, attracting large 
numbers of visitors, increasing cultural participation 
and improving the image of the city in Romania and 
abroad. 
The long term effects were studied by ATLAS and 
Lucian Blaga University during 2008 and 2009 by direct surveys, by questionnaires or deep 
interviews. Works are in progress.  
The preliminary findings concerning the impact on major stakeholders have focused on the 
main goals of the event: image of Sibiu, economic, social and cultural impact, results of 
renovation’s works, but they have also highlighted effects on local pride, implication of local 
authorities. In general, the picture that emerges from the depth interviews is that the economic 
impacts and the growth in tourism were remarked upon by those in the tourism sector as well 
as other stakeholders. One of the most immediate impacts of the increased visibility of Sibiu was 
a greater flow of domestic and international tourists.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
2 The European Capital of Culture is a city designated by the European Union for a period of one calendar year 
during which it organizes a series of cultural events with a strong European dimension. More than 40 cities have 
been designated the presigious title so far. In 2007 Sibiu proudly held the title of European Capital of Culture.  
The city whishes to preserve the cultural prestige it acquired and continues to enrich its off er of events.  

Speakers: 
”Sibiu, after the European Cultural Capital 2007” 

Ilie ROTARIU, Professor Phd., Lucian Blaga University of 
Sibiu (Romania) 
 

”Burgas – Candidate for European Capital of Culture 2019” 
Silvia NESTOROVA and Kamer AHMEDOV, representatives 

of USERLA (Bulgaria) 
 

”Pafos 2017 – European Capital of Culture” 
Manos VOUGIOUKAS, INTERREG IVC CHARTS Project 

Coordinator (Greece) 
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Pafos Regional Board of Tourism, Cyprus was 
represented by Mr. Manos. Vougioukas who presented 
Pafos – European Capital of Culture in 2017.  
Inspired by its geographical position, since it has always 
been the crossroad of Eastern Mediterranean, and by its 
modern multicultural reality, Pafos aspires to become the 
first European Capital of Culture which will link the East 
and the West, bridge people and cultures, and it will also 
be a place of cultural collaboration and peaceful 
coexistence.  
Pafos 2017 Motto - “Linking continents, Bridging 
cultures” - is the main characteristic of the Pafos’ candidacy. 

 

Ms. Silvia NESTOROVA and Mr. Kamer AHMEDOV, representatives of USERLA, Bulgaria, 
presented the experience of “Burgas - Candidate for 
European Capital of Culture 2019". In May 2012 the 
mayors of the thirteen municipalities of Burgas district 
signed a Memorandum of Partnership, with which they 
declared their willingness to support the candidacy of 
Burgas region with a leading role of the Municipality of 
Burgas. Currently a comprehensive cultural concept is 
to be developed and a campaign that will focus on the 
city and 
region of 

Burgas as a major European cultural center is to be 
launched.    
Ms. Nestorova continued presenting all cultural 
aspects of the region, a combination of museums, 
beaches, culture, heritage, crafts and arts, traditions 
and archaeology.  
At the end of the presentation, the bulgarian team 
projected a short 3D movie on Burgas City hall. 
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C. Good practices identified in Romania related with engaging host communities and 
responsible tourism 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first speaker, Ms. Simina MANEA, Director of the Sibiu County Tourism Association, 
presented the CERTESS INTERREG IVC PROJECT – Cultural European Routes: Transfer 
Experiences, Share Solutions, the Sibiu County Tourism Association being a partner in this 
project.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CERTESS is an interregional project prepared by 12 
regional partners of 10 European countries, 
financed by the European Regional Development 
Fund and implemented under the INTERREG IVC 
Programme.  
The project aims at establishing and sharing a 
common methodological framework on how to 
develop, manage and enhance European Cultural 
Routes.  
General Objectives. The methodology developed 
and tested under CERTESS project aims at 

establishing a European reference procedural model to: 
 

The Sibiu County Tourism Association (SCTA)  is a non-profit organization that works in close 
relationship with the Sibiu County Council in the development of tourist infrastructures and the 
promotion of tourist resources in order to increase Sibiu county’s attractiveness as a tourist destination. 
Established in 2005, the Sibiu County Tourism Association is a NGO based on a public-private 
partnership. Its members are local administrations, tourist stakeholders associations, museums, 
universities and tourist development associations.   

Speakers: 
 

”CERTESS INTERREG IVC Project” 
Simina MANEA, Director of the Sibiu County Tourism Association (Romania) 

 

”Responsible Tourism along the Fortified Churches” 
Mihai DRAGOMIR, the Mioritics Association (Romania) 

 

” The eco-museum instrument of local development. Risks and opportunities” 
Marius HALMAGHI, president of the Sibiu Regional Eco-Museum Association (Romania) 
 

”The rehabilitation of the built patrimony and the revitalisation of the traditional occupations” 
Caroline FERNOLEND, Mihai Eminescu Trust (Romania) 

 

”The South of Transylvania as a treasure for traditional agriculture – risks and opportunities” 
Maria-Mihaela ANTOFIE, Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu (Romania)  

 

”The involvement of local communities in the capitalisation of the gastronomy patrimony” 
Ben MEHEDIN, ADEPT Foundation (Romania) 
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 define, structure and promote a sustainable Cultural Route, thus contributing to 
Europe 2020 tourist destination target 

 setup shared tools for EU regions to improve their socio-
economic setup and competitiveness while preserving the 
local cultural heritage 

 contribute to implementing the European Partial 
Agreement on Cultural Routes 

On a long-term basis, CERTESS partners plan to make their activities 
sustainable by integrating their implemented Plans into the larger 
European Cultural Route strategy for Europe as "first cultural tourism 
destination in the world”. 

 
Mr. Mihai DRAGOMIR, project expert at the Mioritics Association, presented the good practice 
”the responsible tourism along the fortified churches”. 
 
 

Mioritics Association is an NGO working on the development and the promotion of active cultural tourism, as a 
means of regional development. The association has carried out a series of projects targeted at highlighting the value 
of lesser-known tourist attractions in Transylvania and Bucovina. These have included a major project with UNESCO 

support to promote the Fortified Churches of Transylvania. 

 
 

 

Main objective of this project is valorization of the 
cultural heritage and development of the local 
communities. 
The Route of the Fortified Churches is implemented 
in the Saxon villages of Southern Transylvania, in 
an area roughly delimited by the three main towns 
of Sibiu, Sighişoara and Braşov. In its work, 
Mioritics understand cultural heritage to be an 
important factor of regional development, 

local/regional cultural identity and cultural 
tourism. 
Moreover the regional cultural heritage is seen 
as an important aspect of quality of life, sense 
of place and living culture of the local people. 
As a result of the Route of the Fortified 
Churches initiative were founded four 
information points: three cultural heritage 
information points are based in Sighişoara, 
Râşnov and Alţâna. The Resource Centre of the 
European Institute of Cultural Routes is based in Sibiu in Casa Luxemburg. 
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Specified objectives 
• Promotion of the cultural and natural heritage in Southern Transylvania  
• Small-group cultural tours with accommodation and meals in local guesthouses  
• Organization of cultural events  
• Trainings for locals  
• Support for crafts in the Saxon villages  
• Implementation of European Cultural Routes Programme in Romania  

 

The presentation made by Mr. Marius HALMAGHI, the president of the Sibiu Regional Eco-
Museum Association focused on the eco-museum, as an instrument of local development.  
The first ecomuseum in Romania – Sibiu County 
Ecomuseum (Ecomuzeul Regional Sibiu) – is an 
example of how heritage, landscape and identity were 
linked and gained more importance in the context of 
the large project: “Sibiu- European Capital of Culture 
2007”, supported by the Romanian Ministry of Culture 
and a team of French experts.  
The project ” Sibiu Regional Ecomuseum” (founded 
2006) aims to develop a Ecomuzeu on the territory of 
six rural municipalities in the county of Sibiu, which 
supports local authorities and communities to save 
and presentation of cultural and natural heritage, 
economic integration circuits with competitive 
products, creating a quality travel offers, shaping an identity specific to the territory by 
involving local communities. 
Mr. Halmaghi said that the aims of Association are to “carry out local and regional development 
projects; to preserve the folk traditions and customs; and to involve local communities in the 
protection of the heritage. 
This project is based on modern principles for 
preserving the heritage, seen as being constituted not 
only of objects, but also of the entire area in which 
they are situated: the community, landscape, history, 
crafts, specific agricultural and industrial activities 
preserved ‘in situ.’ The ecomuseum uses this cultural 
and natural heritage as a development factor for local 
community. 
So, the ecomuseum is an instrument for the local 
community to control its changing process: The 
tourists go to an ecomuseum to learn about a specific 
geographical space, a heritage, the people where they live. This creates a direct relation with them, 
unlike in a museum where there is no direct connection to the people who made the displayed 
objects. Our hope is that local people living in these localities become aware of their heritage and 
how they could protect it. (The Sibiu County Ecomuseum brochure). 
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The logo of the Sibiu County Ecomuseum Association is ‘The Wheel of the 
World’, a drawing made by Picu Patrut, an artist from Saliste. As Mr. Halmaghi 
said it symbolizes the changing nature of life and the heritage that is left by 
everyone. 
The logo reads: “The inconsistent wheel of life and its dangerous waves. I will 
inherit. I inherit. I have inherited. Ashes to ashes.” And also it invites the 
tourist to “Explore a village and discover centuries of old architecture and 
traditional ways of life.” The initiative of setting up the ecomuseum was a 
national premiere. The ecomuseum is an alternative to the classical museums. 
 
Ms. Caroline FERNOLEND, the Vice-president of the Mihai Eminescu Trust, started her 
presentation with a short description of the MIHAI EMINESCU TRUST Foundation.  
 

The Mihai Eminescu Trust is a non-profit organisation working since 1998, to preserve the cultural and natural 
heritage of the Saxon villages with fortified churches of Transylvania some of which were recognized by the UNESCO 
World Heritage. The Mihai Eminescu Trust concentrates on the villages of Transylvania, a special case because of the 

age and richness of their culture and the emergency caused by the mass emigration of the Romanian Saxons 
inhabitants in 1990. The emigration has brought in these villages a new community, with other traditions and cultural 

background. This was the opportunity identified by MET, on which its work is based on, in order to preserve the 
inherited cultural values. Making locals responsible and proud of their heritage remained a challenge, which MET 

succeeded to achieve. 

 
Since 1999, the Mihai Eminescu Trust has been implementing its Whole Village Project, assisting 
the conservation of churches, historic villages, and the regeneration of the traditional rural 
communities within them.  
This integrated project aims at revitalizing rural 
communities and improving local livelihoods 
through the sensitive use of their remarkable 
natural and cultural heritage. By using local 
resources, human, know-how, tools and 
techniques, the Whole Village Project works by 
“adopting” an entire village community, 
assessing its various problems and needs, and 
trying to identify integrated solutions. Priority 
actions are chosen through local community 
consultations and the implementation is 
entrusted to a local team, under the supervision of the MET. 
This aim of the Whole Village Project is achieved through three key objectives:  

 Restoration of the cultural heritage: buildings, landscape, reforestation, crafts 
and traditional farming practices  

 Development of local entrepreneurial capability, by supporting small rural 
businesses, providing training for villagers, creating jobs and career opportunities 

 Development of cultural sustainable tourism, by promoting rural heritage, 
walking routes, traditional guesthouses, home-made products and the unique 
experience of traditional rural lifestyle  
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Results.  While the overall number of projects is significant, it is their impact on the local 
communities that is the cause for pride. Confirmed by the local people, partners and visitors, the 
communities have strengthened their institutional and organizational capacity over the past 
years, and are recognized as a rural development best practice model. Entire communities are 
empowered and taking effective action in executing the whole village approach to sustainable 
cultural heritage restoration and tourism. 
The Mihai Eminescu Trust trained over 130 villagers in traditional building skills and crafts, 
such as: carpentry, wood carving and joinery, tile and brick making. 
People were provided diplomas enabling them to practice a craft in Romania and abroad, and to 
open their own business. 
The Mihai Eminescu Trust provided highly specialized trainers from Romania and abroad. 
 
Ms. Maria-Mihaela ANTOFIE, professor at the Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu, highlighted that 
the scope of her presentation is to reveal some major components of the traditional knowledge 
(TK) taken into consideration by the Eco-museum Sibiu in order to underline the real needs for 
further development and to further integrating them into their concept. Among the components 
of the TK it is discussed the TK associated to the wild and domestic biodiversity, rural activities 
and organization for the South East Transylvania.  
The TK is defined as the processes whereby knowledge is generated, stored, applied and 
transmitted to others (Guendel, 2005) and it implies the knowledge related to crops, 
agricultural systems and practices, weeds, pests, invasive alien species, water management, land 
use and also biodiversity behind agrobiodiversity as a multiple dimensions space (Jarvis et al., 
2007). In this part of Romania villages such as Sălişte, Gura Râului, Moşna, Valea viilor, Biertan 
and Chirpăr, all belonging to Sibiu county and promoted by the Regional Eco-Museum Sibiu, and 
they may be characterized as functional landscape units being organized in an balanced way for 
the land use such as: forestry, arable land, transport, living areas and waters. Among major 
identified threatens for the conservation of these 
traditional places are as following: land use 
conversion, land abandon, deforestation, increasing 
the polders number for fishing, invasive alien 
species, local identity erosion. Horses and village 
herds are considered as part of the old traditional 
services and practices which should be carefully 
considered for the future development of the 
region.  
Based on these investigations some solutions have 
been analyzed for developing a responsible tourism 
such as: identify and survey the cultural values of each village; integrate the TK fingerprint as a 
tool for the local community’ identity into the tourism strategies and involve rural communities 
in all sustainable development projects for ensuring the maintenance of TK.  
Also there is a need further to [1] identify and survey traditional genetic resources as a 
fingerprint in TK; [2] recognizing at the local official level on farm gene banks; [3] integrate 
them with appropriate agricultural practices and diet within the TK fingerprint as a tool for the 
local community’ identity and [4] involving based on a landscape approach - rural communities 
in all sustainable development projects for ensuring the maintenance of TK also for supporting a 
responsible tourism. 
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The last speaker, Mr. Ben MEHEDIN from the ADEPT Foundation, started his presentation ”The 
involvement of local communities in the capitalisation of 
the gastronomy patrimony”  pointed out that some of the 
most important high nature farmed landscapes in 
Europe are found in Romania. These landscapes are a 

refuge for many 
threatened species 
and habitats, lost in 
much of Europe 
and provide 
ecosystem services 
that are of vital importance for a sustainable European 
future.  
These high-biodiversity landscapes have been created by 
farmers over hundreds of years, and can only be preserved 
by continued traditional management by the nowadays 

farmers. 
 

 
 
 
  
 

ADEPT has been working since 2002 with farmers, local communities, universities, other 
NGOs, and government at all levels in order to solve the range of problems threatening the 
survival of these remarkable landscapes and of the small-scale farming communities living 
within them. An innovative approach is required if these landscapes and communities are to 
survive in the 21st century. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

ADEPT Foundation is implementing a broad range of conservation and rural development projects 
aimed at practical conservation linked to local economic and social benefits. 
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Session 3: Panel Discussion 
 
Workshop A: Active participation of host communities in cultural tourism product 
development and delivery, chaired by Mihaela ANTOFIE, Romania 

 
The subject was considered Rural development for responsible tourism. The workshop 
moderator concluded with the summary of the discussion results, presented below: 
In Latvia it is a policy supporting rural development which also support a survey for the regions 
which should be considered for this.  
Mexico - Eco-museum exists in Mexico and there are some serious studies first supported at the 
political level. The major resource used for building up the Eco-museum is the proud of the local 
community. In this respect the communication to the people is very important and engaging 
Universities it might be useful. Also, developing a calendar for events on early basis comprising 
music, festivals would help to find solutions for promoting the Eco-museum. In the past there 
were financial funds for this but by now the political sector is not anymore so supportive and for 
this reason the local community should consider the development and implementation of self-
sustainable financial mechanisms. 
In Spain very important is the policy in supporting the rural development and it should be 
further supported by NGOs and by many resources. There are also Eco-museums networked 
and the conception is that first the developers need to motivate people implies also volunteer 
work and only after a time the process is income generating. It is also an issue of local proud 
when people see their names associated with products or services.  
Romania considers that very often there are differences among neighbouring villages and at the 
local level it should be a case by case approach rather than a general management plan 
implementation. And still, in Romania it is no a clear policy or regulatory framework in this 
domain. Also it is difficult sometime to mobilize people on voluntary basis even there are also 
many positive examples. A positive example is the Eco-Museum form Sibiu with 6 villages which 
engaged on voluntary bases (wishing to attract funds from the selling of tickets for the local 
communities) the local communities, authorities, policy and even mass-media. Still, promotions 
of the region is a problem and financial mechanisms for income generating are not well 
developed.  
In Sweden it is a strong policy for rural development but they consider that such a policy it is 
today generated through the Agricultural Common Policy which provides clear mechanisms in 
this regard. The Sweden strategy in this domain is rather oriented for a top-down approach. It is 
providing the appropriate framework for supporting and use the traditional skills, innovative 
mechanisms for self-maintenance. The policy is supported through the promotion of good 
practices and very good experiences in the process of exchange of information. Developing an 
Eco-museum is not easy and implies lot of energy (policy, money, volunteer work, people). 
In the Wales, UK it is a clear policy in this domain as a result of integrating many political 
domains and acting in a synergic way at the local level based on the activity of different 
stakeholders such as local business, authorities and volunteers. The strategy for rural 
development is acting mostly in a top down approach in parallel with a building up process at 
the local level. Still some time even there are registered positive effects also some negative 
effects may be. The most important issue for rural development is the adoption and 
implementation of management plans based on specific guidelines for a local community which 
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is supported in the UK at the political level and also it is supported in terms of regulatory 
framework. 

 
Workshop B: Responsible tourism – modality to discover and respect the community way 
of life, chaired by Manos VOUGIOUKAS, Greece 

 
The working group starting with a short presentation about the responsible tourism made by 
Mr. Vougioukas. Mr. Pavlos Arvanitis, researcher at University of Aegean, Greece, presented 
through a video recording most important theoretical issues about the topic. 
The development of a sustainable tourism meets the 
demands of tourists and places that are getting in the 
spirit of keeping and improving future opportunities. 
Sustainable development requires the intervention of a 
particular share for tourism, because of this approach 
depends the attentions and the endearments on the 
natural setting of the region.  
What responsible tourism proposes is? – it is a completely 
different system which intends to mobilize and educate 
the world about the importance of the environment and 
lead us to focus on the really significant change – the 
efficiency and stability of sustainability, which has the 
realistic maintenance to sustain and release without excluding anyone. 

  
Types of Tourism in relation to Responsible Tourism 

 
Cultural Tourism by definition is consistent with the Responsible Tourism framework.  
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Concluding remarks:  
   
 Responsible Tourism is not another form of tourism. Its attributes and characteristics can 

be applied at almost any existing type of tourism. 
 Responsible Tourism travellers are experienced and interested in interacting with the 

local people, culture and business.  
 Host communities should work closely with the visitors to finely tune their offered 

product.  
 CHARTS project promotes the actions suggested by the EU on Responsible Tourism. 
 Cultural Tourism is fully consistent with the Responsible Tourism concept. 
 The goals of responsible tourism must include sustainability, improved living standards 

of local people, lower carbon emissions and animal welfare.  
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The first day of the workshop ended with an walking tour of Sibiu City – Historical Centre, 

guided by Mr. Răzvan Pop, Director of the Sibiu County Department for Culture, Romania. 

 
 
Sibiu was colonized by Saxon settlers in the mid-12th century. They were invited to 
Transylvania by the Hungarian King Geza II (1141-1162), in order to defend and administer the 
kingdom's border territory. The earliest written records date from 1191. From 1366 onwards 
the city became known by the Saxon community as Hermannstadt. Although Sibiu is an ancient 
settlement dating from the Neolithic period, the overall form and shape of the city is medieval. 
Its evolving lines of strong fortifications, together with its characteristic street pattern, squares 
and building plots, developed and grew especially following the Tatar invasion of 124-1.  

 
Sibiu was the capital of the Saxon settlement in Transylvania. Strategically located, it was its 
most important fortified town. It was also its administrative, religious and economic centre. At 
the end of the 15th century the Saxon University was founded, with the leadership based in 
Sibiu, and from 1543 it became the focus for the introduction of the Lutheran Reformation into 
Transylvania and the shift away from Catholicism.  
The plan form and the architecture of Sibiu bear witness to the important political, religious and 
economic role that the city played for almost six centuries. Of particular note are the three 
interlocking squares of the upper town (Huet, Kleiner Ring, Grosser Ring), the succession of 
smaller squares in the lower town (including Fingerlinger and Dragoner), and the many narrow 
streets, steps and covered passages that link them.  
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The historic centre displays an extensive stock of Gothic, Renaissance, and Baroque architecture, 
as well as examples of late 19th to early 20th century date. Amongst its key buildings are: St. 
Mary's Parish Church, c. 1350; the Altenberger Haus (the old City Hall), 1475-1704; and the 
Brukenthal Palace, 1778-1788.  
The plot shapes, layout and organization of the larger merchants' houses in the upper town, 
with their large courtyards behind, are also distinctive. The evolution of the city from its initial 
strategic stronghold protecting a rural settlement to a mercantile and artisan centre and 
powerful regional capital city is expressed in the important collection of vernacular buildings, to 
be seen especially in the lower town. The historic centre of Sibiu covers an area of approx. 80 ha. 
It comprises the whole of the area within the fourth ring of fortification and is situated at the 
heart of the modern city. 
 
THE LARGE SQUARE (PIATA MARE) – The square exists since 1366, when the third 
fortification belt was completed. It was mentioned in 1408 by Mathias Baldi who bought and 
repaired a stone house in the Large Square. In 1411 Mathia Tromenauer sells a stone house 
situated in this square to Nicolaus Jenkowitz. The same year, the square is mentioned in a 
document as a cereal market. Staring with the 16th century, the large square became the center 
of the old city.  
THE SMALL SQUARE (PIATA MICĂ) - The buildings in the Small Square date from the 14th to 
the 16th centuries, with subsequent modifications. They are tall and include those lens-shaped 
skylights known as the “the eyes of Sibiu”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HUET SQUARE (PIATA HUET) - The Square was formed on the location of the first fortified 
precinct of Sibiu, and dates from the end of the 12th century. The buildings were erected on the 
line of the first walls at the time when the fortification lost its practical purpose, starting with the second 
half of the 14th century. 
DEFENSE TOWERS - In 1751 Sibiu had 39 defense towers. Nowadays, only 9 of these have been 
preserved. 
THE FORTRESS WALLS - In the Middle Ages, Sibiu was a very powerful fortified city. Some of the 
defense walls are still preserved.  
 

 

 

 

 

  

The Bridge of Lies (Small Square) - built in 1859, it is the first cast iron bridge on the nowadays 
territory of Romania, ensuring the access from the central fortress towards the lower Town. Legends related 
to the name of the bridge say that it made a screaking sound at every lie said by those crossing it, 
threatening to break under the “weight” of a bigger lie. 

 

The fortification wall on Cetatii Street - The wall maintains its aspect dating from the second half 
of the 15th century, when it was rebuilt in brick and a watch road was created.  

Cetatii Street is flanked by three very well preserved defense towers, belonging to the third 
fortification belt. They bear the name of the guilds responsible with building them, ensuring 
maintenance and defending them: The Carpenters’ Tower, The Potters’ Tower and the Arquebusiers’  
Tower. All three towers present a distinct architecture, having been built during different time periods, 
each guild trying to imprint its own style. 
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2.3.2. Study tour 

1. BIERTAN locality 
The first stop of the CHARTS team was in Biertan village where visited the local municipality 
and the Biertan Fortified Church. 
The Biertan village is one of the 6 villages of the Sibiu Ecomuseum. 
The ecomuseum in Biertan aimed for economic development and for maintaining the 
authenticity of the houses’ architecture and workshops. The Biertan commune is made up of 
three localities: Biertan, Copsa Mare and Richis. Saxon colonists, one of the first Saxon 
settlements in Transylvania, established the ecomuseum in 1230. At the end of the twentieth 
century, the Saxon ethnics left the settling and in 1990 only a few families were present.  
Later, the Saxon population returned as Biertan emerged as a Saxon spiritual center. The 
fortified church in Biertan (a historic monument and an architectural masterpiece included on 
the UNESCO World Heritage Sites 
list) is illustrative for the entire area 
that was colonized by the Saxons in 
Transylvania.   
The ecomuseum in Biertan includes: 
a pharmaceutical garden, the 
environing hills, the Romanian 
neighborhood, a cooper’s workshop 
and a flour mill, a carpenter’s 
workshop specialized in carving 
shutters, and a therapeutic and 
homeopathic drugstore established 
in 1809 in the oldest building in 
Biertan founded in 1572.  
The inauguration of the ecomuseum 
in Biertan tour is so designed that the visitor passes through the pharmaceutical garden and 
continues on a small trail up on a hill from where the visitor could enjoy a panoramic view of 
Biertan. 
The grand fortified church dominates this view. The path winds down through a cemetery and 
near the Romanian church, in a beautiful garden. The feeling the visitor gets is that even if the 
ancestors are no longer present, their knowledge and skills are still alive. Those that keep these 
skills alive are like those who chose to be part of the ecomuseum project to show their heritage 
to the visitors. The visitor walks up on the trail near the Saxon fortified church, and goes down 
on the path near the Romanian church.  
The UNESCO World Heritage site in the village of Biertan, is one of the biggest and most famous fortified 
churches in Transylvania. Built in Late Gothic style in the 16th century, it replaced an older church. The 
fortifications are older than the church itself, which was built in the 14th century. Newer precincts were 
added during the subsequent centuries, well into the 17th century. The fortified church is home to paintings, 
sculptures and Late Gothic style furniture. 

These two churches reflect, in fact, the two significant components of today’s Biertan: the Saxon 
heritage and the Romanian one. 
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2. MOŞNA locality 
 
The Sibiu County Ecomuseum in Moșna 
The reinvigoration of traditions was also made evident during the inauguration of the Sibiu 
County Ecomuseum in Mosna, which includes a 
traditional Saxon house, the former communal 
kindergarten, the communal flour mill – a traditional, 
electrically-powered mill provided with millstones 
(purchased from France), two households with sheds to 
the front, and the Evangelical parish house.   
The main occupations of the local people are 
agriculture, cattle breeding, beekeeping, hunting, 
fishing, and harvesting of medicinal plants and of plants 
to obtain natural dyes. The local people in Mosna were 
very interested in the ecomuseum project; they saw it as 
an opportunity for the development of their village based on its heritage, including buildings 
and crafts. But as Marius Halmaghi advised one owner of a house part of ecomuseum, they now 
have to know how to be guides of their own houses, how to ‘tell a story.’ 
Traditional Saxon Houses: 
No 447 is the former communal Kindergarten (dated 1887) located in the centre of the village 
where it is also proposed to house the Tourist Information Office and a museum of local 
handicrafts. It is the property of the L Roth Mosna School and is being currently refurbished and 
renovated.  
No 215. Parallel to the main lane, there runs an unusual lane 
displaying a line of the frontages of households not built 
according to a typically local architectural structure, since the 
dependencies are not found to the back but in front of the 
house. The soil configuration and underground water were the 
factors that were taken into account when building the house at 
the foot of the hill and the shed to the street. No 215 is an 
example of such an atypical house,dating from 1895 and 
previously dwelt in by a priest. The current owner, Romuls Popa , bought the house in 1990 from 
Hermann Schneider. He is a bee keeper and produces three types of honey: acacia honey, polyfloral 
and lime tree honey, and polyfloral honey.   
 

The Communal Flour Mill  
There were once numerous mills, but in 1906 the first diesel 
engine mill, located in the heart of the village, was 
installed; in 1945,the "hammer mill" was built and is still 
functioning. In 1977, the water mill was demolished. This 
mill is a traditional one, electrically powered, provided 
with millstones that were imported from France. The mill is 
owned by the Town Hall of the Mosna Commune and is 
administered by Mihai Suciu. The typical one-room Saxon 
house was built on stone foundations and had a large 
vaulted cellar underneath.  
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Some houses still have a door opening into the street which was originally used for selling wines. 
Another old local occupation is bee keeping. It was first mentioned in 1283. Honey was precious 
nourishment and beeswax was used, just as suet was, for lighting until not very long ago. The 
secondary occupations of the villagers included hunting (the area is a former royal hunting 
domain), fishing and harvesting medicinal plants or of plants processed to obtain natural 
colourings.  
The Traditional Farmstead  
The forms of the Mosna traditional household were consolidated sometime during the XVI-XVIIIth 
century in the Saxon community and during the XVIII-XIXth century in the Romanian community. 
The house is always located to the street, given the nature of the land-plot and a customary 
function of social intercourse. The 24 households with sheds to the street are an exception justified 
by the ground water running close to the surface. Near the house or opposite the house,there is the 
summer kitchen (Sommerkuche), a dependency outwith the polluting activities of the house and 
was also turned into living space for the elderly. The shed is traditionally laid transversally and is 
an imposing building, larger and higher than the house. The plot, separated from the yard, was 
divided into three parts: the human living space to the street, the stables and chicken coops in a 
second yard (chicken's yard), and the croft, main source of vegetable and fruits for the family.  
The Fortified Evangelical Church  
Saint Mary's Church: a Gothic tripart basilica, was built in the end of the XIVth century. Andreas 
Lapicida of Sibiu supervised the renovation works of 1480-1486. It is an open-hall church showing 
three spaces separated by four pairs of pillars. To the South and North there are two unfinished 
pillars and on the axis of the western facade there is a massive bell tower with features resembling 
a barbican. The tower of the Evangelical Church holds a bell dating from the XVth century bearing 
the following inscription ' OREX GLORIE VEHI CUM PACE'. As the gallows bell, it tolled when 
someone was executed in the village.  
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3. Project Communication 

 
 

3.1. Invitation 
The National Institute for Research and Development in Tourism has sent invitation, both to the partners 
in the CHARTS project and to the regional media and local authorities to attend the workshop. 
  

3.2. Logos 
The National Institute for Research and Development in Tourism has used the CHARTS logo and the EU 
logos on all materials produced for the workshop – on registration sheet, name badges, poster of the 
event, all promotional materials (portfolios, pens, notebooks). The EU flag was also displayed in all 
venues used during the workshop. 
Other promotional materials: folders, leaflets, posters, bags, press kit, maps. 
 
  

3.3. Video & Photographs 
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Photos from workshop will be published in project website and in other dissemination 
materials. 

Also, the workshop was recorded in video. This video will be published in social network 
and on the project website www.charts-interreg4c.eu. 
  

http://www.charts-interreg4c.eu/
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3.4. Press Conference 
The press conference was held during the first day of 
the workshop. The press was represented by Mr. 
Suptirelu from Star Sibiu newspaper who had two 
interlocutors - Mr. Manos Vougioukas, Project 
Coordinator and Mrs. Ieva Treija, communication 
officer of the INTERREG IVC CHARTS Project 

 
3.5. Press article 
On 29 March 2013 the newspaper Tribune, Sibiu 
published an article ”Sibiu – a model for successful projects” following the press conference 
organized in the first day of the workshop. 
http://www.tribuna.ro/stiri/eveniment/sibiu-un-model-pentru-proiectele-de-succes-
85747.html 
 

 

4. Participants overview and feedback 
 
The evaluation of the results was carried out after the workshop by means of an electronic 
survey. An evaluation form and a questionnaire regarding the Moșna Eco-museum tour were 
developed and circulated to all workshop participants for completion.  
The main findings from the evaluation forms were: 

- Workshop format and facilities were of a high standard; 
- Too many presentations, attendees would have liked more time for discussion. 

The Moșna Eco-museum tour questionnaires were completed by Spain, Bulgaria, Welsh, Sweden 
and Romania (Mihai Eminescu Trust).  

 
 

 

  

http://www.tribuna.ro/stiri/eveniment/sibiu-un-model-pentru-proiectele-de-succes-85747.html
http://www.tribuna.ro/stiri/eveniment/sibiu-un-model-pentru-proiectele-de-succes-85747.html
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Appendix A: Workshop Agenda 

 

Culture and Heritage Added value to Regional policies for Tourism 

Sustainability 

CHARTS 
 

The 4th CHARTS Thematic Workshop:  
”Engaging Host Communities for Responsible Tourism” 

 

fostering civic pride, awareness and welcome  

and developing a resource within the community 

 

March 28-29th 2013, Sibiu County, Romania 
 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27th, 2013 
 

20.00 Welcome dinner, Atrium Restaurant, Ramada Hotel 
  

THURSDAY, MARCH 28th, 2013 
 

8.30 Registration – conference room, Ramada Hotel 
  

SESSION 1: 

9.00–10.30 

Opening plenary session 

Chairman: Simina MANEA, Director of the Sibiu County Tourism Association 
  

 

 

Welcome by Mr. Ioan CINDREA, Chairman of the County Council Sibiu, Romania  
 

 Welcome by Mr. Sergiu NISTOR, Chairman of ICOMOS Romania, former 

governmental Commissioner of Sibiu European Cultural Capital 2007 
 

Welcome address by Mr. Ovidiu TEODORESCU, INCDT, General Manager, 

Bucharest, Romania 
 

Address by CHARTS Lead Partner, Mr. Kostas PAPAMARKAKIS, Chairman of 

South Pelion Municipal Council, Greece 
 

Address by Mr. Kostas CHALEVAS, President of ECTN - European Cultural 

Tourism Network, Greece 
 

Actions and Achievements of CHARTS Project, Mr. Manos VOUGIOUKAS, 

CHARTS Project Coordinator, Greece 
 

 

10.30–11.00 Coffee break and Press Conference  
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SESSION 2: 

11.00-13.30 

Host Communities & Responsible Tourism 

Chairman: dr. Vasile CRISAN – honorary president of the Sibiu Regional Eco-

museum Association, director of the Sibiu Culture and National Cultural 

Patrimony County Department (during 2003-2009), Romania 
  

 Mr. Joseph NEWBURY, Community Tourism Development Officer in the Valleys 

Regional Park, Wales - Visiting Places with Local Faces - Community Tourism 
Ambassadors in Valleys Regional Park  
 

Mr. Víctor FRAILE LÓPEZ, Projects Coordinator, University of Barcelona, 

Spain - LABPATC - Lab of Heritage and Cultural Tourism 
 

Mr. Amilcar VARGAS, Researcher, University of Barcelona, Spain – Cultural 
tourism in a labelled Barcelona  

 

A. The experience of Sibiu as Cultural Capital of Europe in 2007 and 
expected actions by Pafos (Cyprus) in 2017 and candidature of Burgas 
(Bulgaria) in 2019 
 

- Professor Ph.D. Ilie ROTARIU, the Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu, 

Romania – Sibiu, after the European Cultural Capital 2007 
 

- Mrs. Ioana DEAC, the Heritas Foundation in Sibiu, Romania – Sibiu-
UNESCO – citadel of cultures 

 

- Mrs. Silvia NESTOROVA or from Mrs. Dora ALEXANDROVA -“Tourism” 

department, Burgas Municipality - Burgas 2019 Cultural Capital 
 

B. Good practices identified in Romania 
 

Ms. Simina MANEA, Director of the Sibiu County Tourism Association, Romania 

- CERTESS INTERREG IVC Project 
 

Mr. Mihai DRAGOMIR, representative of the Mioritics Association - 

Responsible tourism along the Fortified Churches Route 
 

Mr. Marius HALMAGHI, president of the Sibiu Regional Eco-Museum 

Association, Romania -The eco-museum instrument of local development. Risks 
and opportunities 
 

Ms. Caroline FERNOLEND, Mihai Eminescu Trust, Sighișoara, Romania – The 
rehabilitation of the built patrimony and the revitalisation of the traditional 
occupations 
 

Ms. Mihaela ANTOFIE, Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu – The South of 
Transylvania as a treasure for traditional agriculture - risks and opportunities. 

 

Mr. Ben MEHEDIN, ADEPT Saschiz – The involvement of local communities in 
the capitalisation of the gastronomy patrimony 

 

13.30–14.30 Break (Lunch) and networking opportunity 
  

SESSION 3: Panel Discussion 
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14.30–16.00 

Workshops:  
 

A. Active participation of host communities in cultural tourism product 

development and delivery, chaired by Mihaela ANTOFIE, Romania 
 

B. Responsible tourism – modality to discover and respect the community 

way of life, chaired by Manos VOUGIOUKAS , Greece  
  

16.00–16.15 Coffee break 
  

16.15–17.30 

Conclusions of workshop and discussions on next steps for transfer of Good 

Practice 

General discussion, Roundup by Project Coordinator 
  

17.30 Walking tour of Sibiu City – Historical Centre – guided by Mr. Razvan POP, 

Director of the Sibiu County Department for Culture, Romania 
  

20.00 Dinner at ”Sibiul Vechi ” Restaurant in Sibiu City 
  

FRIDAY, MARCH 29th, 2013 
 

9.00 Depart from the hotel by Bus on route Sibiu – Medias - Biertan 
  

11.00–12.00 
Visit of the  Biertan UNESCO site and the Evangelical fortified church 

Welcome speech by Mayor of Biertan Community, Mr. Mircea DRAGOMIR 
  

12.30 Depart on route Biertan – Richis – Mosna 
  

13.00-15.00 

Eco-museum tour in Moșna village  

Welcome speech by Mayor of Moșna Community, Mr. Eugen ROBA 

Guided by Prof. Ionel SOTROPA    
  

15.00–17.00 Lunch in Moșna – Alma Vii, Sibiu county 
  

17.00–19.00 Return to Sibiu City on route Moșna – Bîrghiș – Valea Hârtibaciului - Sibiu 
  

20.00 Dinner at ”Hermania ” Restaurant in Sibiu city 
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Appendix B: List of Workshop participants 

Nr. crt. NAME OF PARTICIPANT PARTNER / ORGANISATION 

1. Manos VOUGIOUKAS CHARTS Management Coordination Unit (Greece) 

2. Ieva TREIJA CHARTS Management Coordination Unit (Greece) 

3. Constantinos CHALEVAS President of European Cultural  Network (Greece) 

4. Kostas PAPAMARKAKIS Municipality of South Pelion (Greece) 

5. Andromaxi KOSTIBA Municipality of South Pelion (Greece) 

6. Ioulia PATATOUKI Municipality of South Pelion (Greece) 

7. Amilcar VARGAS IBERTUR - University of Barcelona,  LABPATC (Spain) 

8. Victor FRAILE IBERTUR - University of Barcelona, LABPATC (Spain) 

9. Daniel VIERA RIVAS IBERTUR - University of Barcelona, LABPATC (Spain) 

10. Kamer AHMEDOV USERLA (Bulgaria) 

11. Georgi SAKALIEV USERLA (Bulgaria) 

12. Silvia NESTOROVA USERLA (Bulgaria) 

13. Dora ALEXANDROVA USERLA (Bulgaria) 

14. Galina KARADZHOVA USERLA (Bulgaria) 

15. Ventsislava PETROVA USERLA (Bulgaria) 

16. Krasimir MARCHEV USERLA (Bulgaria) 

17. Neli DEMIREVA USERLA (Bulgaria) 

18. Tomas OLSSON Region Västra Götaland (Sweden) 

19. Ylva GUSTAFSSON Region Västra Götaland (Sweden) 

20. Ieva SKUTULE Vidzeme Tourism Association (Latvia) 

21. Joseph NEWBURY 
Community Tourism Development Officer in the 
Valleys Regional Park (Wales, UK) 

22. Marius HALMAGHI 
SIBIU REGIONAL ECO-MUSEUM ASSOCIATION 
(Romania) 

23. Adriana HALMAGHI 
SIBIU REGIONAL ECO-MUSEUM ASSOCIATION 
(Romania) 

24.  Vladimir GRIGOROV 
SIBIU REGIONAL ECO-MUSEUM ASSOCIATION 
(Romania) 

25. Simina MANEA SIBIU COUNTY TOURISM ASSOCIATION (Romania) 

26. Sergiu NISTOR ICOMOS (Romania) 

27. Vasile CRIȘAN Romania 

28. Mihai DRAGOMIR MIORITICS Association (Romania) 
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29. Mihaela ANTOFIE Lucian Blaga University (Romania) 

30. Ilie ROTARIU Lucian Blaga University (Romania) 

31. Iulia RĂDULESCU Lucian Blaga University (Romania) 

32. Mihaela JUCAN Lucian Blaga University (Romania) 

33. Ioana Adriana DEAC HERITAS Foundation (Romania) 

34. Caroline FERNOLEND MIHAI EMINESCU TRUST (Romania) 

35. Ben MEHEDIN ADEPT Foundation (Romania) 

36. Mircea-Mihai DRAGOMIR Mayor of BIERTAN (Romania) 

37. Eugen ROBA Mayor of MOȘNA (Romania) 

38. Stela MATIOC Sibiu City Hall (Romania) 

39. Ovidiu TEODORESCU INCDT (Romania) 

40. Alina CÂRLOGEA INCDT (Romania) 

41. Marioara MUSTEATĂ-PAVEL INCDT (Romania) 

42. Roxana AȘTEFĂNOAIEI INCDT (Romania) 

43. Doru TUDORACHE INCDT (Romania) 

44. Rodica TRIFĂNESCU INCDT (Romania) 

45. Adriana RADU INCDT (Romania) 

 

 

 

 


